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We aim at fostering universities' sustainability by connecting
researches on interdisciplinary campus-based topics.

Summer School, Torino, 14-18 Sept. 2015

Progetto Politoward



The idea is to see a university campus no longer as a mere 
educational establishment, but as a laboratory for promoting
innovation and capitalising on the social, economic and 
environmental value offered by an on-going transformation. 
“Laboratory” means that eventually we, as campus users and 
researchers, can take advantage of gathering together, listen to those
who are looking after same problems and methods to solve them, and 
share energies and ideas to improve our communities and its
resilience.

Politoward.org

As centres of educational and research excellence, campuses 
are in a unique position to offer their built environment as 
“living labs” for the experimental application of measures to 

increase energy savings, boost renewable energy production, curb water usage, reduce 
waste generation, curtail CO2 emissions, divert commuters from energy intense modes of 
transport, improve urban planning, raise the share of local food procurement, and many 
other impact areas.

Progetti  importanti (2)



52 Key initiatives

11 different topics

Obiettivi del progetto “RUS” (1)

1) METRICHE COMUNI E CONDIVISE



PER GIUNGERE A TARGETS E OBIETTIVI CHIARI DA RAGGIUNGERE 

Topics Goal and initiatives Results

Priority topic Goal/target Key initiative 2013 2014 2015 expected 2016 expected

Energy
Reduction in primary energy 

consumption for 
heating

Heat supply from IREN district heating 79,5 % 80,9 %
Settle to 2014 
value or higher

Settle to 2015 
value or higher

Building 
structures

Improvement of 
insulation/reduction of energy 

demand

Replacement of all windows frame 
antiquated with new typologies and 

installation of radiation shields

2,5 % (windows)
195 m2 (shields)

6,6 % (windows)
7575 m2 (shields)

20,5 % (windows)
2.264 m2 (shields)

28,5 % (windows)
3.000 m2 (shields)

Mobility
(cycling)

Encourage Bicycle use
Construction of new bike-racks, closed 
and possibly covered (3 of them), for 

bicycles.
163 bike racks 233 bike racks

317 –
use: 80%-85%

320 –
use: 85%-90%

Workplace
safety

Enhance the safety in campus
Endowment of semi-automatic

defibrillators
1 1 7 7

Campus 
engagement

Provide quality services for 
students and employees, 
educate the community

Encourage student's associations
(number/team)

16 / 29 18 / 29 18 / 30 18 / 32



Obiettivi del progetto “RUS” (2)

2) Sviluppare forme concrete di collaborazione e di apprendimento 
(Lessons learned) su temi specifici in cui le singole università 
associate sono “più avanti”, iniziando magari da quelle più vicine 
geograficamente: es. il green product procurement di UniTO; le 
iniziative di farming e orti urbani gestiti da studenti viste a Milano, 
l’arte moderna come strumento di comunicazione a Venezia,  ecc.



Obiettivi generali e comuni a tutte le Università aderenti alla RUS 

Due azioni concrete :

A. Istituire in ogni ateneo un “ufficio sostenibilità”, con almeno una 
persona “preparata” sul tema a cui sia affidato il compito di 
riunire tutte le iniziative già attive nell’università sotto lo stesso 
“cappello”.

B. Adottare nuovi e più incisivi approcci ‘pedagogici’ nei corsi 
curriculari, rivolti all’apprendimento dei principi e obiettivi della 
sostenibilità, ad es. nei corsi di ingegneria energetica / 
architettura / sociologia, invitare gli studenti a studiare un edificio 
dell’università come caso studio e vedere come fare a ridurne i 
consumi (gas / waste / water / elettrici ) .
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